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Sodom Dam Fish Passage Improvement and 
Flow Management Project

Prepared by: Denise Hoffert-Hay, Project Manager
Prepared for: Project area landowners and Tech Team members, February 2009
Questions?  Please call or email Denise at: (541) 619-5896 or hofferthay@peak.org


Landowner Outreach Meeting Summary
The second project landowner outreach meeting was held on February 23, 2009 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm at the Pioneer Villa.  In attendance were approximately 20 members of the local agriculture community along with representatives from the Calapooia Watershed Council, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD), Oregon Fish and Wildlife Department (ODFW) and the project engineering firm, River Design Group.

Tara Putney, Calapooia Watershed Council Coordinator provided an overview of the Council’s next steps for the project and landowner outreach meetings.  A one-page handout was provided and is available from the Council.  The Council has broken this project into four phases: 
Phase 1: Geomorphic assessment and site survey, landowner and agency outreach (Current-April 2009)  
Phase 2: Hydraulic modeling, continued stakeholder outreach (April 2009 – September 2009) Phase 3: Engineering design and permitting, continued stakeholder outreach (September 2009 – June 2010)
Phase 4: Project implementation, continued stakeholder outreach (Summer 2010 or 2011)

Tara explained that right now, there are a significant number of unknowns for the project and the Council is working to keep our outreach and project approach flexible to adapt to the project’s needs as we move forward.  The Council is committed to having everyone participate in the process to identify potential solutions and have the opportunity to provide feedback on alternatives.  The part of the process we are engaged in right now is information collection and sharing.  The goal is to have stakeholders be on same page in understanding the current and historic watershed conditions, so that we may better understand what the implications will be for the various design alternatives.  

Karen Hans, Fisheries Biologist with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) provided a presentation on the fish presence in the watershed and their life stages and how water INACCURATE INFORMATION WAS PRESENTED AT THE MEETING.  THERE IS NO LIMIT ON SMALLMOUTH BASS FISHING IN THE CALAPOOIA RIVER FROM MAY 23 TO OCT 31.  See details on next page.
quality/quantity impacts their ability to use the different parts of the watershed at different times of year.  Many of the landowner questions following her presentation focused on an introduced species, smallmouth bass that are present in large numbers in the lower watershed particularly below the Sodom Dam.  At the meeting, many landowners expressed strong feelings over the seemingly ridiculous fishing regulations that prevent all fishing in the Calapooia River.  Landowners felt that they should be allowed to fish for smallmouth bass given that they predate on juvenile salmonids, the very species we are UPDATE:  Inaccurate information was presented at the meeting.  There is NO LIMIT on smallmouth bass in the Calapooia River.  So, fish to your heart’s (or stomach’s) content.  Fishing regulations are available for download from: http://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/docs/2009_oregon_sport_fishing_regs.pdf

This file is a large pdf that takes some time to download if you have a dial-up connection.  The Calapooia River is not specifically discussed in the regulations, you have to read the general Willamette rules and then go to portions on the Marys, Long Tom and Muddy Creek tributaries.  Steve Mamoyac, District Biologist with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife provided the Council the following information regarding fishing in the Calapooia Watershed to distribute to landowners: 

Warmwater fish: 
Open season: May 23 - Oct 31 (same as trout season)
Use of bait:  Prohibited (i.e. restricted to artificial flies and lures)
 
Trout: 
Open season: May 23 - Oct 31
Use of bait:  Prohibited (i.e. restricted to artificial flies and lures)
 
Salmon/steelhead:  Closed

http://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/docs/2009_oregon_sport_fishing_regs.pdf       focusing on for improving watershed conditions.  
 
Scott Wright, project engineer with River Design Group, provided a presentation on the Calapooia River and Sodom Channel historic conditions and use.  His presentation included many historic photos of large wood jams (with wood of sizes we rarely see in the River in current times) as well as historic river management practices.  He explained how decisions by former landowners have impacted the River we see today.  He used aerial photos to show the changes that have occurred over time in response to river management decisions (such as creating dikes to cut-off channel meanders) and from large flood events (such as the Columbus day storms in 1964).  His presentation illustrated that the Calapooia is a dynamic river system and that the changes we are witnessing now have been in motion for as long as the River has been here.  Scott provided maps of system that show the historic channel locations overlain on the current channel location to illustrate how the River has meandered over time and how the Ditch has remained relatively constant.  

He also presented information on gravel migration and how gravel movement is impacted by the split in flow at the bifurcation.  One graph in particular from his presentation was very instructive because it showed the particle grain size we expect to see transported by the Calapooia River as well as the particle grain size the River has the energy to transport after flows split between the Calapooia and Sodom channels.  The size changes from a 5-inch rock to a 3 inch rock.  This means that by splitting the flow of the River, neither channel has the capacity to transport the large pieces of gravel, causing these gravels to be dropped out of the water column. As long as flow is split between the two channels, wood and gravel will continue to pile up in the bifurcation because the River upstream of the split has so much more energy for transporting materials than the River below the bifurcation.

The meeting ended with time for questions and discussion between landowners and the various agency folks present.

Technical Team Meeting 
The kick-off Technical Team meeting for the project was held on February 24, 2009 at the Shedd Fire Hall from 10:00 am until noon.  In attendance were representatives from all state and federal natural resource agencies who will be participating with the project as well as Calapooia Watershed Council members and two landowner representatives.  Everyone introduced themselves and shared how long they have been involved with the project.  Responses ranged from only recently to over 10 years.  

Representatives from the following agencies/groups were in attendance:
Calapooia Watershed Council
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
NOAA Fisheries
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Oregon Water Resources Department
Oregon Department of State Lands
Local landowner representatives


We went around the room with a discussion question: Why have we not found resolution to the issues associated with this location in the River after nearly 10 years of meetings and discussions?  Most everyone identified the main difficulty to be finding a workable solution that satisfies the multitude of interests.  Many observations on the complexity and range of issues were offered and included: providing fish passage, satisfying water rights, preservation of the Mills cultural resources, keeping everyone at the table, working collaboratively for a solution, on-going maintenance of wood and sediment at the bifurcation, lack of leadership for making tough choices, expense of implementing an alternative to status quo, and lack of a simple solution – i.e. “no holy grail” as one stakeholder described the situation.

Darin Wilson provided a brief summary of the previous process managed by OPRD. Tetra-Tech had been hired and they created a draft report in 2008 that did not include a compelling alternative or water management plan for the system.  

Scott Wright provided essentially the same presentation to the Technical Team as was delivered for the landowners (as described above).

The Technical Team meeting adjourned at shortly after noon.  Following the meeting, Denise and three members of the Technical Team met with landowner John Matlock out at the dam site for a field tour of the dam and bifurcation.

The next Landowner Outreach and Technical Team meetings will be in late April to mid-May.

