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Current Reflections 

CWC Board of Directors 
¶ Bud Baumgartner, Co-Chair 

¶ Mark Running, Co-Chair 

¶ Connie Burdick, Treasurer 

¶ Dave Furtwangler 

¶ Matthew Fiorito 

¶ George Pugh 

¶ Roger Ruckert 

¶ Dee Swayze 

¶ John Joiner 

¶ Joe Graville 

¶ Caitlin Coberly 
 

CWC Staff 
¶ Tara Davis,  
        Executive Director 

¶ Denise Lott, 
       Operations Coordinator 

¶ Whitney Smith,  
       Program Assistant 

¶ Denise Hoffert-Hay, 
       Contracted Project Manager 
 

REGIONAL  Staff 

¶ Sarah Dyrdahl, 
       Projects Coordinator 

¶ Erika Lang, 
      Outreach Coordinator 

¶ Eric Anderson, 
      Monitoring Coordinator 
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View across the Calapooia at the former Shearer 
Dam site.  Photo credit: Denise Hoffert-Hay.  

Dec 14 Council Meeting, 7-9 pm 
Brownsville Community Room 

Guest Speaker: Chris Seal, Fish & Wildlife Service 
Willamette Valley Wetlands: Opportunities to Build Voluntary  
Conservation Partnerships in a Diverse Agricultural Landscape 

Jan 11 Council Meeting, 7-9 pm 
Brownsville Community Room 

Guest Speaker: Peter Mathios, Ducks Unlimited 
Wildlife Artwork Relating to Wetland Conservation 

Feb 8 Annual CWC Open House, 
6:30-8:30 pm 
Brownsville Baptist Church 

Guest Speakers: Jeremy Monroe, Freshwaters Illustrated; 
Cara Walters, OSU Monitoring; Denise Hoffert-Hay 
Dam removal synopsis, updates, and presentation of documentary 

Mar 14 Council Meeting, 7-9 pm 
Brownsville Community Room 

Guest Speaker: Nicole Maness, Willamette Partnerships 
Examining the Economic Benefits of Environmental Stewardship 

Apr 11 Council Meeting, 7-9 pm 
Brownsville Community Room 

Guest Speaker: TBA 
Cultural Resources in the Calapooia Watershed 

May 4 Cultural Resources Tour 
Calapooia Watershed 

Tour leader: Tony Farque, USFS 
Guided tour of Kalapuya burial mounds and historical sites 

June 13 Council Meeting, 7-9 pm 
Brownsville Community Room 

Guest Speaker: TBA 
Topic: TBA 

Removal of Sodom and Shearer Dams and construction 

of the Sodom Channel engineered riffles were completed 
on-time and on-budget.  Construction began on July 15th 
and was complete by October 31st.  The dam removals 
were the culmination of more than 8 years of planning 
and collaboration to restore the river system to a natural, 
free-flowing state conducive to fish passage and healthy 
watershed processes. 

General contractor BCI Construction (Portland) worked 
closely with River Design Group (Corvallis) to imple-
ment the project design for the Sodom Dam removal.  
Staton Construction (Eugene) provided demolition ser-
vices for the damõs removal.  Other contractors involved 
with the projectõs construction include: Heritage Re-
search Associates (archaeology services), Bond Butte 
Quarry (rock for riffles), Knife River (rock for riffles), 
Jim Althaeuser Trucking, Cascade Timber Consultants 
(trees for large wood installation), Rain for Rent (water 
diversion system to maintain gravity flows in the Sodom 
Channel during construction), Seven Oaks Native Plants, 
and Native Grounds Nursery.  

Shearer and Sodom Dam Removal Projects Complete 
Denise Hoffert-Hay, Project Manager  

Upcoming Meetings and Events 
Public Welcome 

Schedule updates available at www.calapooia.org 

Sodom Channel flows freely now that construction is 
complete. Photo credit: Denise Hoffert-Hay.  

http://www.calapooia.org
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   Directorõs Diversion 

CURRENT REFLECTIONS 

The Council staff are thrilled to finally 

have a sign outside our new, modest office 

here in downtown Brownsville. We chose 

to include our short maxim on the bottom 

of the sign: Working Together for Watershed 

Health. I have been thinking about that 

motto and what it might invoke in the minds of the general public. 

Many know that we had been looking forward to summer 2011 

construction season for years. Now that we can all take a deep 

breath, pat ourselves on the back, and feel proud that our agency 

partners are extremely pleased with the results of all our hard 

work, the quieter and more subtle success story has been getting 

out on top with even more habitat, outreach and education projects 

already in queue. I couldnõt even tell you how many people ask me, 

òWhat next for the council?ó While my common response has been 

òwe are just getting started,ó daily I take pleasure at my desk in the 

calmness of that truth. The recipe for council success: the Oregon 

watershed council model is more about communities and culture 

than habitat logs and individual fish species. Our success is not in 

the simple removal of a barrier to fish that disturbs riverbed pro-

cesses, but in the community process to arrive at that decision and 

commitment to ecological health, educating our neighbors, and 

supporting local economies. So I hope itõs the òworking togetheró on 

our sign that ultimately entices the passerby into our new place in 

the watershed. 

To get back to the òwhat next?ó burning question,  just read the 

entire newsletter! Staff has continued to keep the plates spinning 

energetically up in the air over the last 6 months, and we intend to 

complete large scale vegetation management and planting- over 70 

acres- to restore native riparian zones from Crawfordsville to Alba-

ny. Instream habitat installations are schedule for next summer, 

and we are investigating restoration of off-channel habitat along the 

Willamette mainstem. We are excited to announce we have for-

mally òadoptedó the once watershed council-less North Albany area 

and received formal approval from the Benton County Commis-

sioners. We will also be providing technical assistance as requested 

in the Greater Albany area in lower tributary systems east and west 

of the Calapooia basin. A decade was required for the Calapooia 

Watershed Council to develop partnerships and interest in the mid-

dle and upper watershed. Similarly it could take years to see con-

servation movements in these newly serviced areas, but we believe 

that our recent Calapooia River-Albany Assessment and Project 

Identification Plan will provide guidance and foster landowner sup-

port, which is available for download at this website: 

http://www.calapooia.org/projects/albany-floodplain-

enhancement/ 

The CWC team wishes you all the best- enjoy your winter festivi-

ties and the New Year! 

 From Left: Whitney Smith, Tara Davis,             

Sarah Dyrdahl and Denise Lott 

 
      Tara Davis, Executive Director 

 

 

               Tidbitõs Mountain Hike, 2011 

òWet Your Whistle in the Watershed, 2011ó   

Thanks for your contributions!ó  

July proved to be a busy month for the Coun-

cil. While coordinating deconstruction for 

Sodom and Shearer dams, as well as planning 

the Fish Passage Celebration, the Council 

packed up and moved into a new office down-

town. The move has been beneficial in many 

ways, such as having work space to accommo-

date seasonal as well as permanent staff, easier 

interaction with the public, and storage room 

for equipment and files. Stop by to visit, peruse 

brochures and maps, and to receive answers to 

any questions you have regarding land use and 

restoration opportunities. 

        New  Office Location 
  136 Spaulding Avenue, Brownsville 

Special Thanks! 

Thank you to local artist David Lamb for  

painting the street sign and to contractor  

Paul Lott for installation of the sign in front  

of the building. 

http://www.calapooia.org/projects/albany-floodplain-enhancement/
http://www.calapooia.org/projects/albany-floodplain-enhancement/
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Shearer and Sodom Dam Removal Pro jects Complete   

 

Design for the removal and installation of the engineered riffles 
was the result of a multi-year process led by the Calapooia Water-
shed Council with participation from the local community and 
local, state, and federal natural resource staff. 

Installation of three engineered riffles comprised the bulk of the 
dam removal construction.  From July until mid-October, more 
than 10,000 cubic yards of rock were imported to create the rif-
fles. Large wood structures were added in order to provide bank 
stability, slow water velocities, and create fish habitat. Further 
bank stability was provided by the construction of vegetated soil 
lifts. These lifts temporarily control erosion through the use of 
coconut fabric and coir logs while providing a medium for the 
plantings to grow in, so that by the time the fibers of the fabric 
decay (5-7 years) the bank strength will be provided by the vegeta-
tion. Floodplain bench habitat was created at the projectõs upper 
end near the bifurcation. This bench habitat will narrow the sum-
mer inlet to the Sodom Channel and divert flows to the Calapooia 
River while still providing the wide channel needed to convey win-
ter flood flows. Lastly, thousands of 1-gallon willows were planted 
on all the sloped banks along both sides of the project area to create 
a robust riparian zone.   

We anticipate the site will experience some adjustments this winter 
as flows are conveyed through the Sodom Channel unimpeded for 
the first time in over 120 years.  Oregon State University and Ore-
gon Parks and Recreation Department will be conducting site mon-
itoring to track site changes as winter progresses. 

Shearer Dam removal was also completed on-schedule and on- 

 

budget.  Staton Company was the general contractor and imple-
mented the project in less than 2 weeks.  Access to the dam site 
was achieved with installation of a temporary steel I-beam bridge 
layered with hardwood decking.  Clean water bypass was set-up to 
utilize the natural slope of the site and take advantage of gravity to 
divert flows around the construction to a 24-inch corrugated plastic 
pipe and into the Calapooia River just downstream.  Construction 
commenced and the concrete was removed in less than a week.   

With the purchase of the Thompson's Mills by the Oregon Parks 
and Recreation Department in 2004, the Sodom and Shearer Dams 
were no longer needed to divert flows to the Mills.  The former 
owner had a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission exemption 
that was set to expire. For it to be either surrendered or renewed, 
fish passage was required at the dams because there are two ESA 
listed salmon species in the Calapooia River: winter Steelhead and 
spring Chinook.  Working with a multi-disciplinary team of agency 
staff and local stakeholders allowed this project to avoid a costly 
court-battle and arrive at an alternative that satisfies water users 
and provides fish passage at all flows for the first time in over 120 
years.   Funds for project implementation were awarded from the 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board.  Measure 76 was ap-
proved by voters in the November 2010 election to continue the 
use of lottery funds for water-
shed health and implementation of 
the Oregon Plan.  American Rivers 
and the NOAA Restoration Center 
provided funds for design and tech-
nical services for removal of both 
dams. ÷ 

 

Continued from page 1 

Above: View of Sodom Dam before and after construction.   
Photo credit: Scott Wright.  

Above: Aerial view of Sodom Channel. Photo credit: Scott 
Wright, airplane ride provided by pilot Norm Younger.  


