FACT SHEET
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program

On Cropland and/or Marginal Pastureland

in Linn and Benton Counties

Purpose of the Program: To restore riparian habitat and protect surface water quality on agricultural lands. Participants receive rental payments and cost shares to create conservation buffers of a minimum of 35 feet up to 180 feet on cropland and/or marginal pastureland for either 10 or 15 year contracts. There is no difference in the contracts.
Costshares: Are available for practices such as riparian fencing, restoration planting, with site preparation (weed removal and control), and off-channel watering. 

Incentives:

- 75% Cost Share on Approved Practices: 50% of the cost share comes from the federal government and 25% comes from the state. 
- When all of the practices are completed, a Practice Incentive Payment (PIP) will be paid based on eligible costs. This is 40% of the eligible costs. 

So, the reimbursement is really 115%.
- Signup Incentive Payment (SIP): $10 per full year of contract for each acre enrolled in the program, up to a maximum of 10 years.

Annual Rental Payments: At 50% costshare (rates vary; check with local office)
Marginal Pasture: $79/acre for buffer on a seasonal stream




      $84/acre for buffer on a perennial stream

Cropland:
      $49/acre - $127/acre (based on soil type)

Irrigated land:
      $177/acre (either marginal pastureland or cropland when participant 




leases appurtenant water rights to the state for instream use)

Annual Maintenance Payments:

· $2 or $4/acre with no fencing or water facilities,

· $6/acre with fencing, or

· $7/acre with water facility and fencing

Restrictions:

- Land enrolled in CREP cannot be grazed, hayed, or harvested

- Maintenance activities and weed control are required, and must be done outside of primary nesting season (March 1 to July 15) once buffer is established (after 2 years)
- Cost-shares paid only on eligible costs when receipts or labor record submitted by landowner. 











                          - OVER-
What is CREP? 
The program is a partnership among producers; tribal, state, and federal governments; and, in some cases, private groups. CREP is an offshoot of the country's largest private-lands environmental improvement program - the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).

Like CRP, CREP is administered by USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA). By combining CRP resources with state, tribal, and private programs, CREP provides farmers and ranchers with a sound financial package for conserving and enhancing the natural resources of farms.

CREP addresses high-priority conservation issues of both local and national significance, such as impacts to water supplies, loss of critical habitat for threatened and endangered wildlife species, soil erosion, and reduced habitat for fish populations such as salmon. CREP is a community-based, results-oriented effort centered around local participation and leadership.

What Are the Benefits?

For the landowner, CREP is not just a cost-effective way to address rural environmental problems and meet regulatory requirements; it can provide a viable option to supplement farm income as well. CREP is convenient for producers because it is based on the familiar, highly successful CRP model. Land must be owned or leased for at least one year prior to enrollment to be eligible, and must be physically and legally capable of being cropped or grazed in a normal manner.

Land must also meet cropping history and other eligibility requirements. Enrollment can be on a continuous basis, permitting farmers and ranchers to join the program at any time rather than waiting for specific sign-up periods. By maintaining clear goals and requiring annual monitoring, CREP helps participants measure progress and ensure success.

Who Does the Work?

You can do as much of it yourself and receive the cost-shares for your receipts or you can hire the work to be done and use the cost-shares you receive to pay a contractor. Although CREP is a reimbursement program, turn around time is usually 30 days although the incentive payment is not paid out until the completion of all practices. Your CREP planner can provide you with a list of contractors who specialize in weed removal, planting, fencing, etc.  

Are there specifications for work done or materials used? 

Yes, there are some. The fence cost-share rate is based on a 4-strand barb wire fence. If you’d like to use another type, this is fine but you may be paying out of pocket for some of the materials depending on what your choice costs. See handout on current cost-share rates. 
What is the Process?

1. Sign up for CREP at the Farm Service Agency (FSA) office in Tangent. Address: 33630 McFarland Road, Tangent, OR 97389.  Meet with Michelle Ham. You must initiate interest to then get a site visit.

2. A site visit will be held with technicians from FSA and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (who does the technical planning) to determine which land is eligible for enrollment. Other attendees may include Oregon Department of Forestry (who approves planting plans) and your local watershed Council. 

3. Once a site visit is completed and you determine what eligible acres you would like to enroll, you much visit the FSA office and make your acreage offer. 

4. A Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO) is written by the CREP planner with your input. 

5. FSA approves the CPO. 

6. Cost-shares are awarded for completed practices. 
For additional information, call Michelle Ham at FSA. 541-967-5925, ext. 103.
CREP- WATER RIGHTS INFORMATION
Water rights: landowner will need to know if water rights are instream rights and if they have been used within the past 5 years. If so, can lease back water rights to the state only for the area within the buffer. It is a 5-year lease and you have to renew it every 5 years. For the first 3 years, you can still use the water to get the trees in the riparian buffer started. The way the CREP contract is written, you can either offer proof that you leased them back starting Year 1 or you can provide proof when Year 3 comes around. If at that point, you don’t have proof, you’ll have to pay back the difference in rental payments. Most people wait until Year 3 of their CREP contract to get an agreement so they can use the water right to water those acres for the first couple of years to get plants established.

 

How to do it? Have to take address and all that stuff to WRD. Takes about 6 months. 503-986-0892; Kody Thurgood at WRD. Maps of property showing buffer with acreage; cost $250. It cost money as you are only doing a temporary lease and to protect your own economic interest, you should have to pay to keep that water right (you are only temporarily leasing it to the state). If you want to give it up forever, it is free. 

 

Rental Rates
With Leasing Rights (for pasture - cropland is usually more and rate depends on soil type):

$265/acre 

 

Rental rates for cropland without leasing back rights varies from about $140/acre and up. Again, it depends on the soil. Blackberry and pasture are considered brush and enrolling those areas results in a rental rate of about $140/acre/year. 

 

As for the Sign-up incentive payment, it is $10 per full year of contract for each acre enrolled in the program, up to a maximum of 10 years. The SIP is intended to be used for folks to get started on implementation.
