
 

Temperature Ranges for life stages of Spring Chinook 

 

Use this thermometer to determine whether the water you tested is healthy for Spring Chinook 

Water should be above the lower limit (blue arrows)but below the upper limit (red arrows) 

for each life stage 

Spring Chinook cannot live in water abover 64-68°F (17.8-20°C) at ANY life stage 

 

 

 

60°F (15.5°C): Upper limit for 

migrating adults 

58°F (14.4°C): Upper limit  

for eggs/alevin, smolts, 

juveniles & spawning adults 

64°F (17.8°C): LETHAL to 

smolts 
 

68° F (20°C): LETHAL to adults 

42-43°F (5.5-6.1°C): Lower 

limit for migrating adults & 

eggs/alevin 
 

44°F (6.7°C): Lower limit for 

migrating adults 
 

51°F (10.6°C): Lower limit for 

growing juveniles 
 


